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but even the soft feather bed could not induce sleep that night and 
before morning new decisions were made. These included a plan for a 
course in the practice of midwifery so that the nurse could sometime 
return to the Mountains, qualified to teach it, and save many mothers 
and babies from the needless suffering following in the trail of the un- 
taught midwives. 



PROGRESS OF STATE REGISTRATION 

The Ohio State Association of Graduate Nurses has been actively 
engaged in defending its registration law. Two bills were introduced: 
one, providing that hospitals with a minimum daily average of five 
patients be allowed to operate training schools for nurses, and that 
the educational standards of admission to training schools be lowered 
to graduation from the eighth grade. This passed the House. The 
other bill, Senate Bill 114, was introduced and finally became a com- 
promise with the House Bill. It provided that the one year high school 
requirement be suspended for two years and that the minimum patient 
requirement be placed at eight. This passed both houses, in spite of a 
well-organized, energetic campaign, conducted by the nurses of the 
state association. Following this, petitions were filed with the governor, 
who vetoed the bill. The full text of his communication is inserted : 

To the General Assembly: Senate Bill 114 is filed without executive approval. 
The Ohio standard in nursing is below that of many other states now. If 
this bill should become a law, there is grave danger of efficient nurses seeking 
other fields. There may be sporadic instances where relief under present condi- 
tions is desirable, but I very much question the wisdom of entirely disjointing a 
laudable system established by years of militant devotion to an ideal, by the 
nurses of the state. The course of least resistance is too often provided by enact- 
ment of the state legislature. Proverb and practice speak their command 
against this free and easy spirit. Ideals amount to something and the benefits 
growing out of their preservation will vastly outweigh the accruing temporary 
inconvenience. 

Wherever pressing public interest suggests relief, it can doubtless be provided 
by a common-sense administration of existing law. It is safer to resort to that 
expedient in an emergency than to write a law that goes far beyond the zone of 
emergency. 

[signed] James M. Cox, 
Governor. 

Nurses all over the United States will keep up their fight in the 
legislatures for higher educational standards, when they realize what 
continued "devotion to ideals" may sometimes bring. 



